
 

 

The City of Reedsburg does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admissions or access to, or treatment of or employment in, its 
programs or activities. Disability-related aids or services, including printed information in alternate formats, to enable persons with 
disabilities to participate in public meetings and programs are available by calling (608) 524-6404. To be able to meet the needs of a 
request for a different format contact the City Clerk-Treasurer at 134 S. Locust Street, Reedsburg, WI at least 48 hours prior to the 
commencement of the meeting so that any necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request. 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee Agenda 
February 18, 2025 

Reedsburg City Hall Council Chambers 
5:15 PM 

 
DUE TO THE RESTRICTIONS CAUSED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, SOME VOTING MEMBERS MAY BE PRESENT VIA TELECONFERENCE OR VIDEO CONFERENCE, AS PROVIDED BY 

THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. HTTPS://WWW.DOJ.STATE.WI.US/NEWS-RELEASES/OFFICE-OPEN-GOVERNMENT-ADVISORY-
CORONAVIRUS-DISEASE-2019-COVID-19-AND-OPEN-MEETINGS 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MAY ATTEND THIS MEETING TO GATHER INFORMATION 
ABOUT A SUBJECT OVER WHICH THE COMMON COUNCIL HAS DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY. IF A QUORUM OF THE COMMON COUNCIL ATTENDS 

THIS MEETING, NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AT THIS MEETING. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
I. APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 21, 2025 

: 
    
THE COMMITTEE WILL RECEIVE INFORMATION ON NON-AGENDA TOPICS BROUGHT BEFORE THE 
COMMITTEE BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. THE COMMITTEE WILL NOT DISCUSS THESE TOPICS, AND 
WILL NOT TAKE ACTION ON ANY OF THEM AT THIS MEETING 
  
I. GENERAL BUSINESS: 
    
  A. Consideration of bidding documents for Legends Park Splash Pad 
      
  B. Consideration of placing a durable outdoor interpretive panel sign at Mackey Park 
      
  C. Update of department projects and programs 
      
II. ADJOURN: 
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 Reedsburg, WI 53959 

 January 21, 2025 

 

The Parks and Recreation Committee convened in regular session on Tuesday, January 21, 2025, at 5:15 p.m. at the 

Reedsburg City Hall Council Chamber with the following members present: 

 

Present: Jake Stanek 

  Missy Frenz 

  Phil Peterson 

  Aaron Bauer 

  Adam Kaney 

 

Minutes:  Moved by Frenz, seconded by Bauer to approve December 17, 2024, minutes. 

 

      Motion Carried 5-0 

 

 

1.     Consideration of Legends Park Splash Pad course site layout. 

 

    No Action Taken 

 

2.    Update of department projects and programs. 

 

    No Action Taken 

 

 

       Motion by Frenz, seconded by Stanek to adjourn at 6:05 pm. 

      

      Motion Carried 5-0 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         Submitted by Matt Scott 
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MEETING WITH REEDSBURG PARKS & REC DEPT.

January 21 ,2025

Hetto, my name is Joan Martin, and l'm here from the Historic Preservation
Commission. Nancy Manion came with me.

We at the Historic Preservation Commission are considering putting a Durab[e

Outdoor lnterpretive Panet sign at Mackey Park, giving visitors a quick
education of the Mackey Famity and why they were so important to the

beginnings of Reedsburg. lt woutd be similar to the one located in LaVatte at
the oLd Mitt site and atso the one at the Sauk County Courthouse, Ringting

Buitdings and the Sauk County HistoricaISociety's Van Orden House

There is atso another person interested, Etten Henningsen, she may be an

attorney, whose great grandfather was John G. Heaton, one time Reedsburg

Mayor and also one time owner of the Mackey FLour Mitt. He also started the
city's first etectric ptant. She woutd tike to have his contributions honored

with a ptaque near where his mitt and etectric ptant once stood. Since this
ties in with the Mackey Saw and F[our Mitts and Mackey Park, possibLy these

co:td at[ be tied together on one Outdoor lnterpretive panet. Etten

Henningsen may come to our next HPC Meeting in February, so we wi[t
pr( sent this possibitity to her. She has already checked with the Sauk County
HistoricaI Society and Paut Wotter and got info on the costs involved.

The question we have for the Parks & Rec Dept.: lt would be great to have a

bo rndary map of the park. ls that a possibility at some point. We would like to

incl.ude that map on the panet.

Wi Lthe City be putting up the usual Park Signs? lf so, where as it's a 20 acre
prcperty and divided by the river?
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MACKEY PARK

DAM DESTROYED DURING SAWLOGS WAR
SOLOMON MACKEY 8R(X)ME, NY, BR.OTHER.IN.LAW OF REEDS BURGH
FOUNDER,, DAVID C. REEDWASAN ORIGINALINVESTOR IN REED'S PLAN
TO ESTAELISH A VILLAGE HER.E. HE WAS DISHEARTENED BY THE LOSS OF
THE DAM AFTER THE SAWLOG WARS AND FAILUR.E TO REVITALIZE IT.
REEDWASHEAVILY IN DEBTAND NOWHAD NOINCOME FROM HIS
SAWMILL AND GRISTMILL. REED LEFT TOWN IN 1859. SOLOMON
MACKEY HAO AN IDEA! IT INVOLVED HIS THREE SONS.

JOSEPH MACKEY WEATTHY LAWYER, MOVES TO TOWN
!N 1853, SON #I, JOSEPH MACKEY HIS WIFE CORNELIA AND TODOLER
SCN FRANK MOVED TO REED WITH TWO ASSETS: A LAW DEGREE AND
36,()()(). JOSEPH SET UP A LAW OFFICE. HE PURCHASED PRIME REAI
ESIATE AND FORMED MACKEY ADDITIONS #I, #2 AND #3 IN OOWNTOWN
REEDSBURG, LATER, ADDITIONS #4 AND #5 WEREADDED. HEWROTE
LEGAL TITLES FOR THE LOTS I{E WAS SELLING. HE USED THE MONEY TO
UF GRADE AND PURCHASE THE TWO MILLS. HE HELPED START THE REEDS
BURGH HERALD NEWSPAPERAND WASAN EDITOR FROM 1856.IA58.
JOSEPH AND BROTHER, DR. E.R. MACKEY REQUESTED THE
ESTABLISHMENTOFTHE REEDS BURGH PRESBYTERIAN CHUR.CH IN 1857.
JOSEPI{ OWNED TI{E AMERICAN HOUSE HOTEL LOCATED ON THE
NCTRTHEAST CORNER OF WATER AND MAIN STREETS FROM 1865 - 1873.
JOSEPI{ MACKEY, DAVID AND ELI RUDD AND JAMES LUSK ESTABLISHED
THE REEDS BURGH BANK IN 1867. JOSEPH MACKEY WAS A CHARTER
MEMBER OF THE BARAB(X) AIR. LINE RAILROAD. THE FIRST TRAIN CAME
TO REEDS BURGH ON JANUARY I, 1872. FROM CHICAGO.

SAFFORD MACKEY MOVES TO REEDS BURGH

SON #2, SAFFORO MAC KEY, AGE 22, RAN THE TWO MILIS. NEW
SETTLERS STARTED COMING TO TOWN, EOUG!{T L/AND, BUIIT HOUSES
AND FINANCIAL PROSPERITY WAS RESTORED. IN I85Z HE BUILT THE OLD
RED BARN, STILL STANDING ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF MAIN AND
PINE STREETS TODAY. !T WAS A PRIVATE BAR.N, AND CARRIAGE REPAIR
WORKS WITH A FORGE. IN 186I THE FIRST FLOUR AND SAWMILL BURNED
ALONG WITH SEVERAL THOUSAND BUSHELS OF WHEAT. THEY WERE
IMMEDIATELY REPLACED. INSIDE THE SAWMILL WAS A FACTORY FOR.
MAKING TIGHT BARREL STAVES WHICH WEREASSEMELED ATTHE J.P.
STAFFORD STAVE FACTORY. THE BARRETS WERE USED FOR S!{IPPING
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FLOUR. SAFFORD MACKEY AND MOSES YOUNG OPERATED A GENERAL
MERCHANDISE STORE AT 25I MAIN ST FROM 1866 - 1868. SAFFORD
AISO DEALT WIDELY IN HOPS AND REAL ESTATE. HE WAS MAYOR OF
REEDSBURGH IN 1878.

DR. E.R. MACKEY SETS UP MEDICAL PRACTICE
SON #3, DR. E.R. MACKEY, HISWTFEAND FAMILY MOVEDTO REEDS
BURGH IN 1854 AND SET UP HIS MEDICAL PR.ACTICE. IN 1855, HE AND
D.C. R.EED EUIIT THE MANSION HOUSE HOTEL ON VINE STREET. IN 1857
HE AND EROTHER. JOSEPH REQUESTED THE ESTABLTSHMENT OF THE
REEDS BURGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. THEY LIVED IN REEDS BURGH
FIVE YEARS AND MOVED TO CATSKILL, NEW YORK.

JAMES MACKEY FAMILY AND PARENTS, THE SOLOMON
MACKEY'S MOVE TO REEDS BURGH

SON #4, JAMES MACKEY HIS WIFE EXPERIENCE C., THEIR FAMILY AND
PARENTS SOLOMONAND CYNTHIAMACKEYMOVEDTO REEDS EURG!{ IN
186(,. JAMES WAS THE POLICE JUSTICE BETWEEN I87O .1872 AND IN
1876.

FRANK MACKEY
FRANK MACKEY, SON OF JOSEPH MACKEY, ATTENDED REEDSBURG
SCH(X'LS AND BELOIT COLLEGE, RECEIVING A LAW DEGREE. HE
WORKED AS A TELLER AT THE REEDS BURGH BANK, THEN MOVED TO
MI{NEAPOIIS.ST PAUL AND FOUNDED HFC IENDER.S. HE EECAME
WEALTHY, MOVED TO CHICAGO AND THEN TO LONDON, ENGL/AND,
WHERE HE LENT MONEY TO THE BR,ITISH MONARCHY. THEY USED THE
CROWN JEWELS AS COLLATERAT. FR.ANK RETIRED AND BECAME
KNOWN AS ONE OF THE BEST POLO PLAYERS IN ENGLAND. HE WAS A
CC.LD MEDALIST AT THE I9OO PARIS OLYMPICS. IN I9II, FRANT MACKEY
8U!LT THE HOTEL LEAMINGTON IN MINNEAPOLIS FOR ONE MILLION
DOLLARS, THE FINEST HOTEL IN THE UPPER MIDWEST. IN I9I2 FRANK
MACKEY BUILT A MAUSOLEUM IN REEDSEURG'S GREENWOOD
CEMETERY WHERE HE AND FAMILY MEMBERS ARE INTERRED. HE
PROVIDED FUNDS FOR UPKEEP AND PAID FORTHE LANDSCAPING OF
THE TERR.ACED AMPHITHEATRE WEST OF NISHAN CHAPEL. WHEN HE
DIED, HISWIFE, OLGA MACKEY BECAMEONEOFTHE RICHESTWOMEN IN
THE WORLD. BY I95Z HIS FORTUNE, LEFT TO HIS STEP.SON WAS WORTI{
NEARLY 6 BILLION DOILARS.
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JOHN GEORGE HEATON

JOHN GEORGE HEATON, WAS THE NEXT OWNER OF THE MACKEY BROS.
GRISTMILL. HE WAS BORN SEPTEMBER.25, I84O, IN SOUTH
LIIICOLNSHIRE, ENGL/AND. HE CAME TO AMERICA BY WAY OF CHICAGO,
STAYING THERE UNTIL AFTER THE GREAT FIRE IN I87I. HE MARR|ED ELIZA
MORTEY ON MAY 2, 1872. THEY RELOCATED TO MINNEAPOLIS, WHER.E
HE WAS EMPLOYED 8Y PILLSBURY MILLS AS A MILLER. TI{EY MOVED TO
BLACK RIVER FALLS FOR A SHORT TIME AND AR.RIVED IN R.EEDSBURG IN
THE I87O'S WITH THE FAMILY. HE PURCHASED THE REEDSBURGI{ ROttER
MILLS WITH PARTNER JOSEPH GREEN, AND L/ATER EECAME SOIE
OWNER.

HEATON STARTS FIRST CITY ELECTRIC PLANT
IN I868, THOMAS EDISON INVENTED THE INCANDESCENT LIGHT BUL8. IN
1886, AT THE URGING OF A LOCAL BUSINESSMAN, JOHN HEATON
STARTED THE FIRST CITY ELECTRIC PLANT, A PRIVATE VENTURE. HEATON
CONSTRUCTED A DAM ON THE WEST BANK OF THE BAR.AB(X) RIVER FOR
HlS WATER POWERED DYNAMO, NEAR THE SITE WHERE HIS GRIST MILL
WAS LOCATED. HE PUT UTILITY POLES ON THE NORTH SIDE OF MAIN
STREET AND SOLD ELECTRIC POWER TO BUSINESSES. THE CITY OF
REEDSBURG DECIDED TO GET INTO THE ELECTRIC BUSINESS AT AEOUT
THE SAME TIME AND BARAB(X) ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY WAS
COMMISSIONED TO CONSTRUCT THE WATERWORKS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHT PL/ANT. FOR A FEW YEARS THER.E WAS AN ELECTRIC LIGHT WAR lN
THE CITY. THE CITY WON AN INJUNCTION AGAINST EONDS ISSUED FOR
WATERWORKS AND ELECTRICIW. THIS FIGHT CAR.RIED TO THE STATE
SUPREME COURT AND WAS FINALLY WON BY THE CITY. IN 1893
HEATON'S ELECTR,IC LIGHT COMPANY SYSTEM WAS DISMANTLED AND
REPL/ACED 8Y THE BARAB(X) ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY. BY t895 BOTH
WATER AND LIGHT WERE TURNED ON IN THE CITY AND A CETEBRATION
WASHELO.

HEATON FLOUR MILL PROOUCES BEST FLOUR IN THE
slATE OF WTSCONSIN

THE J.G. HEATON FLOUR MILL WAS REGULARLY SHIPPING CARLOADS OF
FTOUR FROM THE RAILWAY STATION. THE REEDSBURGH FLOUR HAD A
REPUTATION FOR BEING THE BEST FTOUR IN THE STATE OF WTSCONSIN.
THE REEDSBURGH MItt AOVERTISED FOR G(X)D WHEAI, FOR WHICH
THEY PAID FROM 5 TO 8 CENTS ABOVE THE MARKET PRICE.
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JOHN G. HEATON ETECTED MAYOR,

JOHN G. HEATON SERVED AS THE MAYOR OF REEDSBURGH FROM APRIL
r89r -aPRrLt893.

FTOUR MILL BURNS

ON NOVEMBER 23,1895, THE REEDSBURG FLOUR MILL BUR.NED TO A
SIyjOLDERING RUIN. CONSIDERABTE BARRELS OF FLOUR WERE SAVED.
THE CITY FIRE OEPARTMENT WAS lLL PREPARED FOR A FIRE OF THIS
MAGNITUDE. THE MIIL WAS REBUILT.

STATE ASSEMBLYMAN, JOHN G. HEATON

SEPTEMBER ZI9O6.JOHN G. HEATON WON A SEAT IN THE STATE
ASSEMELY.

MRS. JOHN (ELTZA) |{EATON DIES

AL GUST 9, t9O7 - MRS. JOHN HEATON (ELIZA MORLEY) AGE 58, D|ES.

JOHN G. HEATON - DELEGATE TO THE STATE
D EMOC R.ATIC CONVENTION

JULY 23,I9OA. JOHN G. HEATON IS A DELEGATETOTHE STATE
DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION IN MILWAUKEE. JOHN G. HEATON RETIRES
AT AGE 78 IN I9I9. INI924 TI{E HEATON FLOUR MILL AND WATER RIGHTS
WERE SOLO TO THE APPTETON W(X)LEN MILLS.

JOHN G. HEATON DIES. HOME TO BECOME FUTURE
TOCATION FOR REEDSBUR.G MUNICIPAL HOSPITAT

JOHN G. HEATON DIES AT AGE A8 ON OCTOEER 16, T928. IN 1932 THE
FORMERHEATON PROPERTYON N. PARKSTREETWAS SELETED FORTHE
REEDSBURG MUNICIPAL I{OSPITAL AND MRS, FREDA MEYERS NISHAN
DONATEDTHE LAND.

THE EVOTUTION OF THE CITY NAME'REEDSBURG"
la49-1A75 - RecdsBurgh

ta75-188() - Reedsburgh

l88O-1888 - Reedsburg

1888 -1894 - Reedsburgh
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FINALTY ON MAY 29, 1894, IT WAS IRREVOCAELY CHANGED TO ITS
CURRENT SPELLING, REEDSBURG.

ATHLETIC PAR,K

IN THE VILLAGE MINUTES OF APR'L22,I869, THERE IS A R.ECORD MADE
OF AN ORDINANCE PASSED, PROBIBITING EATHING EXCEPT IN THE.SWIMMING HOLE" BELOW MACKEY AND CO.'S LUMBER YARD. THIS !S
WHERE THE'OLD SWIMMING HOLE" MADE FAMOUS 8Y CLARE A.
BRIGGS, A REEOSBURG BOY, WHO LATER BECAME ONE OF TI{E GREATEST
COMEDY ARTISTS AMERICAN JOURNALISM HAS EVER PRODUCED! HE
REMEMBERED HIS CHILDH(X)D IN REEDSBURG AND DREW TI{AT FAMOUS
CART(X)N AMONGST MANY OTHERS WHILE WORKING FOR WILLIAM
RANDOLPH HEAR.ST AT THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE AND NEW YOR.K
TR J BUNE/HER.ALD NEWSPAPER,S.
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